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       SSeepp tt eemm bbeerr   22 00 11 11   NNeeww ssll eett tt eerr   

                                           

Friends for Fun , Safety , and Knowledge  

 

                                      Paris Restaurant & Tea Room  

 

                      

 CChhaapptteerr  òòMMóó  GGaatthheerriinngg 

Chapter M meets on the second Tuesday of every month 

at Loudon County Medical Center, (behind Cracker Barrel) in Lenoir City. 

Dinner is @ 6:00p.m.and gathering @ 7:00p.m. 

Call Rob & Trudy Ashcraft @ 865-376-6403 

Region N Directo rs  

Ed & Mary Grazier  

Tennessee District 

Directors  

Richard & Becky Griffin  

Chapter Directors  

Rob & Trudy Ashcraft  

865 -376 -6403  

rashcraft@comcast.net  

Assistant Chapter 

Directors  

Rick & Linda Collins  

865 -681 -0444  

lin dacollins1@bellsouth.net  

    Chapter E ducators   

Carroel   Edgmon  & James  

Whitener  

      423 -337 -6593  

Edgmon_c@bellsouth.net  

Couple of the Year  

Larry & Pam Hodge  

flatshad@hotmail.com  

865 -986 -5142  

Treasurer /Webmaster  

Henry Rotters  

865 -394 -0337  

henrycro@bellsouth.net  

Chapter Shirts  

Sue Rohlwing  

630 -336 -6694  

ksrohl@charter.net  

 

 

   MEC 

Cindy Valentine  

 cval123@comcast.net  

865 -546-3991  

Chapter Store  

Joe & Brenda Neeley  

865 -986 -6666  

3neeleysbjl@msn.com  

Ride Coordinator /Phone 

Tree  

Robert Scott  

423 -337 -1372  

rscott@vzw.blackberry.net  

Phone Tree Cap tain  

Rob & Trudy Ashcraft  

865 -376 -6403  

Phone Tree  

Burl McCammon  

865 -984 -0282  

burlmccammon@charter.net  

Phone Tree  

Larry Hodge  

865 -986 -5142  

flatshad@hotmail.com  

Sunshine Lady  

Charlotte McCammon  

865 -984 -0282  

burlmccammon@charter.net  
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Chapter Directors Desk 

  Wow, yet another month has past! Soon riding season will be over, and  we will 

be sitting next to our bikes polishing and waiting for warmer days. But this past month 

we really did a lot of riding, even in the heat.  

 We started out taking a ride to visit some Historic sites. I figured I could hardly 

put a contest out for vi siting Historic places, and yet never have a Chapter ride including 

any sites. So on August 13, we left Wal -Mart in Lenoir City with 17 bikes, & 25 Chapter 

members! As my luck would have it though, I had programmed the entire ride on my 

Brand Spanking New GPS system that I was so proud of. At least until it blew the fuse 

powering it on the ride over to Wal -Mart that morning. So here I was, leading a ride with 

a GPS that didnõt have power. Oh and did I mention the battery was dead, because I 

had set for seve ral hours in the living room the night before, programming the ride! 

Lucky for me though, I had sent the ride to Larry Hodge, who had also programmed into 

his GPS.  

So we started out heading towards Roane County, and then made our  way to  

Rhea County. Our f irst stop was the Rhea County Courthouse, home of the famous 

ôMonkeyõ trial. After a group picture, we got back on 27 S outh and made our way into 

Chattanooga, and on to the Chief John Ross house, a famous Cherokee Indian Chief. We 

then continued on after a nother group picture, and stopped for lunch at Golden Corral on 

Battlefield Parkway in Ringgold, GA. As we have all come to expect on rides like these, 

ôSugarDaddyõ found yet another waitress! This one was even sitting on his bike, waiting 

for him to come out of the restaurant. Guess she wanted to join the Chapter, havenõt 

asked him how all that turned out, guess that is for all  of us to keep wondering!  

                             

              Is that a new Chapter Member?         What a stud! 
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After lu nch, we made our way to yet another historic site, the Chickamauga 

Battlefield. It was only a few miles from where we ate lunch, and we had yet another 

group picture for our contest. We spent ~ 1hour at the battlefield, mainly the visitorõs 

center, and eve ryone really seemed to enjoy themselves. After leaving Chickamauga, 

several of the group started heading for home, some decided to stop at additional 

historic sites. The majority of us made our way to HWY 411, and back into east TN.  

 

                 

Chief John Ross House                    Chickamauga Battlefield 

 The next weekend brought some rider education training for many of us in the 

Chapter. On Saturday, 8/20/11, 4 Chapter members took the Road Captains course 

offered by Chapter A2. One Chapter m ember took the Parking Lot Practice Facilitator 

(PLP) course, offered by the District. The 5 of us spent the better part of 7 hours training 

that day, but we all learned a lot!  

 As always, we spent the 4 th Tuesday of the month taking a Chapter dinner ride.  

So on Tuesday, 8/23/11, we road to the Paris Restaurant & Tea Room in Sweetwater. 

We left Wal -Mart in Lenoir City with 11 bikes I believe. When we ended up at the 

restaurant, we had 18 bikes & 6 cars, for a total of ~36 Chapter members! The food at 

the re staurant was fantastic and the camaraderie was even better! Of course no 

Chapter ride would be complete without Ice Cream, so around a dozen of us or so 

stopped at Tic Toc in Loudon on our way back home. All in all, it was a wonderful 

evening!  
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                  Rhea County Court House                               Chapter Dinner Ride 

 

Next month will not be short on rides! Come out and enjoy the camaraderie, you wonõt 

regret it!  

Ride Safe & Have Fun!  

Rob & Trudy  

 

 Assistant Chapter Directors 

 Well I believe Fall has arrived, Providing us with a cooler days and 

much cooler nights. Now is the time we can ride  longer during the day then be prepared 

for the evening rides being a li ttle cooler so bring your jackets.   

 Now let õs talk money ha -ha.   We went on the dinner ride to the Tea Room in 
Sweetwater and the food was great. The service was a little slow but I think that is 
because we overwhelmed them. We filled up all of their tab les and had a  real nice time. 
We had a lot of people to go on this ride and appreciate everyone showing up. Then 
guess what we all put in our quarters and Linda won the money!!! She received a total 
of .50 thatõs all I picked up for her (ha ha) of coarse when we left I had a lot of change in 
my pockets (donõt tell her). From there we rode toward- Yea you guess ed it - Ice cream at 
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Tic-Toc in L oudon for some dessert, for those who were unable to make the trip you 
missed a lot of fun and I missed your quarters.  
   Also Rob led a ride to the region picnic, Linda and I heard everyone had a lot of fun.   I 
saw some of the pictures (sugar daddy) boy now the truth comes out Gordon.  We heard 
that there were a lot of riders that went to the picnic, Linda and I hate th at we missed 
this ride but, are very glad to hear you all had fun. Thanks for all of your prayers and 
concern for Linda while she had her surgery and recoup. She is much better and will be 
back on the bike soon.  
 We have lots of events planned for this mo nth, so get your riding boots on and we 

will see you there . 

Rick & Linda  

 

Couple of the Year 

 

 

September, 2011 

 

  
 Cooler weather is on itõs way!   YAAAYY!!  Mornings are cool and evenings are 
getting cooler.  Good ridinõ weather! 
 
Some of the Chapter M m embers went to Maryville for training at the Blount County 911 
Training Center.  Carroel Edgeman and James Whitener, David Freels, and our Director, 
Rob Ashcraft took the Road Captain course.  I took the course for Parking Lot Practice 
Facilitator.  Appare ntly it took my class longer to learn because we were there a couple 
of hours longer than the other class!   
 
We rode down to the District Picnic in Gladeville, Tennessee, on Saturday, September 
10.  Everyone seemed to have a great time with the òmixeró bingo.  There was a bingo 
sheet for each person there to meet and get to know new people from other chapters.  
For instance, one of the squares had òa previous chapter directoró.  Another had 
òsomeone with a $50 billó.  Another had òa previous district directoró.  You had to find 
that person and have them sign your square to be able to bingo.  Lots of people had fun 
participating in that one.  
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Then we ate a BIG meal!  Hamburgers and hot dogs were provided and there was 
enough for seconds if anyone wanted them .  Everyone brought a side dish or a dessert.  
There were actually TOO many desserts to be able to try each one and they all looked so 
good!    
 
There was a cornhole contest and horseshoes for team events.  The cornhole contest 
was to see who could get 21 points first.  George Maples and I teamed off against Vida 
and Pam.  Pam finally admitted she is NOT athletic at all.  I had to end up throwing for 
her while she held onto my arm to get a bag even close to the ramp.  You will have to 
ask George how that tu rned out because we finally had to quit at 5 points rather than 
21 due to time restraints.  Some of the other Chapter M members (Rob and Trudy and 
Dennis and Tracy) did finally get a chance to play cornhole before they left.  We saw 
Cindy and Rick Valentin e playing, but did not get a report on their success because 
everyone left us just as they finished playing.  George and I did play horseshoes but we 
felt it was a game better played by men, so Vida and Pam were not invited to play this 
one.  
 
George had g otten a team together to represent Chapter M in the Chapter Challenge.  He 
somehow manipulated Pam and I and Gordon (aka Sugar Daddy) into being part of the 
team with him and Vida.  And remember now, all the other Chapter M members had 
abandoned us.  They said they had to get back home for some reason or other.  I really 
think they had already been embarrassed enough by their Chapter representatives that 
they were unable to stay for further punishment.  What they donõt know is that they 
sure missed a lot of  fun and enjoyment and wild laughing.  We had a really good time.  I 
am sure you will hear plenty about the Challenge at the meeting tonight and photos will 
be placed in the newsletter.  Our story will be a bit different than what the District will 
report,  however.  
 
Larry and Pam Hodge  
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Chapter Educator  
 

Safety Tips  to Always Keep in Mind  

Make sure you are able to understand what is going on during the Ride with signals.  

¶ Always stay in track   

¶ Stagger fo rmation  

¶ Always be in single file if there is a safety issue.  

¶ Always go  single file into parking lots.  

¶ Back door uses flashers to park bikes.  

Need to keep personal data on bike in case of problems or accidents.  

When riding , the group needs to know where data is kept.  If need medication, have 

it with you . Let someone know where st ored on bike.  Always be aware of other riders 

and the traffic around you.  We want to ride safe every time!!!!  

Carroel   Edgmon  & James  Whitener  

 
  

Chapter of the year Coordinator 

 

Chapter M  Monthly Chapter Dinner Ride  

August 23, 2011  

 Chapter M rode to Sweetwater, Tn. to eat at The Paris Apartment and Tea Room.   

Since I live in Sweetwater, I drove over to meet everyone and watch ed all the bikes come 

down the street. It was a beautiful sight. Some others who lived close by came a little 

early, also. Heads turned when the Goldwings came in. We had 18 bikes, 5 cars and 36 

people. Largest crowd in awhile.  
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 We used the upstairs dining room, had several servers an d no one went away 

hungry.   Some of us decided to brave dessert. I know that 2 people got the dessert 

panini. SOOOO  Delicious!!!! But  2 more ate them. Enough for at least 2.  

Everyone looked at the beautiful things for sale. Lots of exotic things to buy.   Debbie was 

so glad we enjoyed ourselves. She said for us to come again. This restaurant is not open 

on Tuesday nights, but they opened for us! Please go by and eat again or  buy 

something.  

Of course, we played quarters. Linda Collins won the money. She luc ked out with the 

big crowd....  

Carroel   Edgmon  

  

 
Ride to Midway Baptist Church  

September 3, 2011  

 We enjoyed a ride led by Henry and Ruby Rotters. We met at the Wal -Mart in  

Lenoir City and left @ 10:00am. We had 6 bikes and 8 people to start the ride.  

 There were several  beautiful Old Cars and Trucks on display. I believe some of 

the men walked around them several times.  They served Hot Dogs and Hamburgers 

about 11:30am. Everything was Very Good. As we were eating, I  looked up, and  I 

believe, someone rang the dinner bell!! Food was Good!!  

 Dennis and Tracy showed up to eat with us. Bill was even there. So in all,  we 

had 11 people and 7 bikes and 1 car.  

 Since it was such a "warm" day, guess where we just had to go to cool down???  

The TIC TOC in Loudon, of course. Thank you Henry and  Ruby for the great ride!!!!  

 

Carroel   Edgmon  
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"Go West Young Man"  

David & Lois Freels 

 
Most people have heard the phrase: "Go West Young Man". In the early days of 
westward expansion, many people traveled west. Among other things, the West offered 
excitement and adventure. While the early pioneers rode horses , many of  today's 

adventurers can be seen riding a Goldwing.  
 

     
  Grand Canyon N.P.     Redwood N.P. 

 

We had dreamed for years about taking a cycle trip out West . We had planned to go last 
year, but a family emergency kept us home. Althoug h health concerns kept us from 
riding our cycle, we were determined to take our trip this year. On May 31, we loaded 
our trike on a trailer and headed west . Two months later, we pulled back into our 

driveway.  
 

   
  Ready for Adventure 
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We had quite an a dventure! We traveled over 10,000 miles and drove through 21 states . 
Our plan was to camp and ride our trike at the National Parks and historic sites. Due to 
health problems, we could only camp nine days. Concerning riding our trike, we can 
report: "missio n accomplished". We don't know how many miles we rode our trike, but 

we do know we were able to ride in at least 14 states .  

 

                  
 We camped at the Grand Teton N.P    Deadwood S.D. 

 

When we returned home, our chapter director talked about how hot it had been this 
Summer . Every day of our trip was really hot! The day time temperature ranged from the 
high nineties to 113. At night , the temperature would drop to as low as 38. Other than a 
couple of light and brief sprinkles , we did not see rain until we crossed the Tennessee 

State Line at the end of July.  
 
As can be expected , we had a few problems along the way. Our big problem started at 
the Grand Cannon. Lois started having severe pain . This ordeal covered a total of 15 
days. On doctor's orders , we spent 8 of those days near the hospital in St . George Utah. 
By the way, every day at St . George was over 100 degrees . After an operation, to 
remove four kidney stones and one night in the hos pital , we were able to continue our 

trip .  
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   Lois in St George Hospital, Utah   

 

We were able to see a great number of sites and enjoy many scenic cycle rides. Our 
favorite ride was the Beartooth Mountain Scenic Hwy 212 from the NE entrance of 
Yellowstone.  
 
During our trip, Lois put six photo albums together . In order to save time and  space, we 
will not give a day -by -day description of our trip. The following is a list of the major sites 

we visited:  
 
 

Great Sands Dunes NP , Navajo NM, Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP , Monument 
Valley, Petrified Forest NP , Painted Desert , Saquaro NP, Gra nd Canyon NP , Arches NP, 
Zion NP, Bryce Canyon NP, Sequoia NP , Kings Canyon NP , Yosemite NP , Redwood NP , 
Mount St. Helens, Craters of the Moon NP, Yellowstone NP, Little Bighorn Battlefield NM , 

and Devils Tower NM.  
 
We visited many other sites. Some of the more interesting were: Deadwood SD , Jackson 
Hole WY, Dodge City (Boot Hill) KS, Black Hills SD, and Shoshone Falls ID (Evil Knieval 
tried to jump his cycle over the Snake River near this location) . Also, we saw a l ot of 
wildlife : from buffalo to prairie dogs .  
 
However, the best part of our trip was being together and enjoying God's beautiful 

creations from the seat of our Goldwing .  
 

Hwy 34 between 

Black Hills & Devils 

Tower 
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     Beartooth Mountains 

 

Hope you enjoy the article and pictures.  
 
David & Lois   
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