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Friends for Fun , Safety , and Knowledge  

 

Vida & George Ma ples bringing in the New Year  

@ IHOP 

CChhaapptteerr  òòMMóó  GGaatthheerriinngg 

Chapter M meets on the second Tuesday of every month 

at Loudon County Medical Center, (behind Cracker Barrel) in Lenoir City. 

Dinner is @ 6:00p.m.and gathering @ 7:00p.m. 

Call Rob & Trudy Ashcraft @ 865-924-6794 

Region N Directors  

Ed & Mary Grazier  

Tennessee District 

Directors  

Richard & Becky Griffin  

Chapter Directors  

Rob & Trudy Ashcraft  

865 -924 -6794  

rashcraft@comcast.net  

Assistant Chapter 

Directors  

Rick & Linda Collins  

865 -681 -0444  

lindacollins1@bellsouth.net  

    Chapter E ducators   

Carroel  Edgmon & James  

Whitener  

      423 -337 -6593  

Edgmon_c@bellsouth.net  

Couple of the 

Year /Webmaster  

Larry & Pam Hodge  

flatshad@hotmail.com  

865 -986 -5142  

Chapter Shirts  

Sue Rohlwing  

630 -336 -6694  

ksrohl@charter.net  

Treasurer  

George & Vida Maples  

vidaandmapes@gmail.com  

865 -985 -0789  

 

 

   MEC 

Cindy Valentine  

 cval123@comcast.net  

865 -546 -3991  

Chapter Store  

Joe & Brenda Neeley  

865 -986 -6666  

3neeleysbjl@msn.com  

Ride Coordinator  

Curtis Shoemaker  

865 -856 -3520  

kmshoemaker@hughes.net  

Phone Tree  

Robert Scott  

423 -337 -1372  

rscott@vzw.blackberry.net  

Phone Tree  

Burl McCammon  

865 -984 -0282  

burlmccammon@charter.net  

Phone Tree  

Larry Hodge  

865 -986 -5142  

flatshad@hotmail.com  

Sunshine Lady  

Charlotte McCammon  

865 -984 -0282  

burlmccammon@charter.net  
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Chapter Directors Desk 

Once again we would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year , and welcome to 

201 2! I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas with Friends & Family, and is looking 

forward to the New Year! As I mentioned last year, w ith the New Year comes so me 

changes in our Chapter Family . Rick & Cindy Valentine have taken over as our Couple 

of the Year for 201 2, and I know they are looking forward to representing Chapter M in 

that aspect.  What an honor it is to have such as fantastic couple to represent ou r 

Chapter!  

Another Chapter change i s Henry Rotters is stepping down as our Chapter 

Treasurer / Webmaster . He has held th e Treasurer position for the last three years , and 

has been the Chapter Webmaster for more than 10 years! He has done a n absolutely 

fan tastic job  in each, and we will truly miss his involvement in those areas ! George 

Maples has steppe d into the Treasurerõs position and Larry Hodge has taken over as our 

Chapter Webmaster. Please take a minute to thank Henry for all the work he has done 

for our Chapter, and welcome both George & Larry into their new role s. 

Again, j ust as last year, we will have at least  two Chapter sponsored rides a 

month, one of the rides will be a scheduled Dinner ride, the other will be a scheduled 

Saturday ride. We will  recommence our monthly dinner rides on the 4 th Tuesday of every 

month,  starting again this month. As of this writing, Iõm still not sure where we will meet 

this month for our dinner ride, but set aside Tuesday night, 1/24/12 , to enjoy some 

Chapter camarad erie!  We will also re -start our monthly scheduled Chapter ride on the 

2nd  Saturday of the month starting in April . As with last year, we will leave Lenoir City 

at 9:30, with the location TB D. Again, t he goal here is to get these events scheduled well 

ahea d of time, so please put them on your calendars! We will need recommendations for 

Dinner rides, as well as the Saturday rides .  

That brings me to this yearõs ride contest. The ride contest for 201 2 will be 

Veterans Association Medical Centers ! This is to i nclude: VA Medical Centers, Outpatient 

Clinics, Community Based Outpatient Clinics, or Vet Centers. I still have to do some 

tweaking on the rules, but a s with last year, the farther you travel, the more  points each 

will be worth. One small tweak to this wi ll be the participation in any  Medical 

Center/Hospital sponsored ride. We will give ôExtra Creditõ for anyone that rides in one 

of those rides. An example would be the ride David Bluford sets up every year to help 

with the Chaplains at Park West. I have  also asked Larry to include a link on our 

website  to help anyone find a VA Medical center, as well as including the link h ere:  

http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp . Our goal is to encour age riding; and 

http://www2.va.gov/directory/guide/home.asp
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like last year, we will include other states so as to maintain excitement and diversity . 

Realize this contest is in place to e ncourage riding and sightseeing  within our great 

Country!  

Finally, we once again will h old a Chapter pot luck D inner in February. It is 

scheduled for 2/1 8/1 2 at 6:30 pm.   Trudy & Sue will coordinate the dinner, so please 

get with them to see what you might need to bring. We will have games, gag gifts, and 

Iõm sure if it is anything like last year, a whole lot of laughs!  Everyone that attends is 

asked to bring a gag gift, and remember the event is a Valentine Day theme, so please 

make the gifts theme appropriate!  

So once again Happy New Year to everyone, and please join with us in making 

201 2 a great year for Chapter  ôMõ.  

Ride Safe & Have Fun  

Rob & Trudy  

           

       

Assistant Chapter Directors 

   Hello to everyone in the cold weather? Linda and I had a great new 

year, we missed all of you at I HOP. We were there just wondering were you were  at? ?? 

Ha Ha. We told some of our friends where we were going and so they went with us.  We 

canõt help the fact he rides a Harley. The weather got cold here this last week down to 

29 at night for two nights, everyone here about froze. Now the weather has gone back to 

normal, today 78 and tonight down to the low 60s. Well Linda and I are on or way to 

Wachula to check out where the GWRRA meeting is held next week, we plan on going so 

I figure we better find out where it  is.  Then just going riding around enjoying  the sun 

then stop for lunch and maybe some Ice Cream, before heading back home.  

 We went on our cruise to Aruba and had a couple of days of really rough seas. 
Linda doesnõt like that but for the most part we had nice weather and saw some nice 
countries. L inda went swimming in the ocean 2 days before Christmas, growing up as a 
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kid in Colorado that was something she said she never even dreamed of and she had a 
great time.  
 Linda and I hope you all have had a good new year and are looking forward to 
the club  rides this year.  We are looking forward to some great rides and trips to 
different areas here in Florida . We are planning a trip down to Siesta Key Beach when 
we get a chance it has the prettiest blue green water you have ever seen. Lets not forget 
the Ice Cream rides.  
 Well we will say goodnight for now hope everyone has a  great year and we will 
see all  of you in the summer.  
 
Rick and Linda Collins  

 

 

Couple of the Year 

Hello everyone,  

 As Rick and I think about this awesome honor of being Couple of the Year, we 

think of all the other couples who are more deserving of this honor. We would like to tell 

you a little about ourselves. W e have been married 39 years and have two daughters, 

Michelle, 31, and Beth, 22. We have three beautiful granddaughters and a cat named 

Holly. We love to ride our 2005 Goldwing Trike. We began visiting Chapter òMó because 

Rickõs parents, Tom and Ruby Valentine, are members of Chapter òMó. We had heard a 

lot of wonderful things from them about the Chapter. They told us about the good times 

they had and wanted us to see for ourselves. It didnõt take long for us to see why they 

enjoyed Chapter òMó so much. We were always made to feel welcome and a part of the 

group at all the gatherings and rides. We joined GWRRA and Chapter òMó in 2007. It 

didnõt take us long to realize we had an extended family. One who can always be 

counted on, always promotes safety and has a load of FUN. R ain or shine, short trips or 

long, there is always something to laugh about (and usually several nominations for that 

most sought after trophy). We look forward to this upcoming year as we make new 

friends and continue to grow with our old ones.  

Thank you again,  

Rick and Cindy Valentine  
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Chapter Educator  (Following was copied from the Motorcycle S afety 

Foundation, MSF Guide to quick riding)  

 Motorcycling is primarily a solo activity, but for many, riding as a group --  whether with 

friends on a Sunday morning ride or with an organized motorcycle rally --  is the  epitome of the 

motorcycling experience. Here are some tips to help ensure a fun and safe group ride:  

Arrive prepared. Arrive on time with a full gas tank.  

Hold a ridersõ meeting. Discuss things like the route, rest and fuel stops, and hand signals 

(see diagrams on next page). Assign a lead and sweep (tail) rider. Both should be experienced 

riders who are well -versed in group riding procedures. The leader should assess everyoneõs 

riding skills and the groupõs riding style.  

Keep the group to a manageable size , ideally five to seven riders. If necessary, break the 
group into smaller sub -groups, each with a lead and sweep rider.  

Ride prepared. At least one rider in each group should pack a cell phone, first -aid kit, and full 

tool kit, so the group is prepar ed for any problem that they might encounter.  

Ride in formation. The staggered riding formation (see diagram below) allows a proper space 

cushion between motorcycles so that each rider has enough time and space to maneuver and 

to react to hazards. The leader rides in the left third of the lane, while the next rider stay s at 

least one second behind in the right third of the lane; the rest of the group follows the same 

pattern. A single -file formation is preferred on a curvy road, under conditions of poor visibility 

or poor road surfaces, entering/leaving highways, or othe r situations where an increased space 

cushion or maneuvering room is needed.  

Avoid side -by -side formations , as they reduce the space cushion. If you suddenly needed to 

swerve to avoid a hazard, you would not have room to do so. You donõt want handlebars to get 

entangled.  

Periodically check the riders following in your rear view mirror. If you see a rider falling 

behind, slow down so they may catch up. If all the riders in the group use this technique, the 

group should be able to maintain a fairly steady s peed without pressure to ride too fast to 

catch up.  

If youõre separated from the group, donõt panic. Your group should have a pre-planned 

procedure in place to regroup. Donõt break the law or ride beyond your skills to catch up.  

For mechanical or medical  problems , use a cell phone to call for assistance as the situation 

warrants.  
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Chapter of the year Coordinator 

Chapter M New Year's Eve Get Together 

December 31, 2011 

Carroel Edgmon 

 Between 11:00 and 11:30pm on December 31, 2011. Chapter M met at the IHOP on 

Lovell Rd. in Knoxville to ring in the New Year. We had 31 members and 2 visitors. We even 

had 1 ride a bike.  At Midnight, we rang in the New Year! Everyone had a good time and the 

food was very good. The service was good, also. We were told they liked us coming to celebrate 

with them. For those who missed it, you missed a fun time! 

 

     Happy New Year to Everyone!!!!!  

 

 

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Valentine  Jan. 7 

Ralph Holder  Jan. 9   

Denise Powell  Jan. 10       

Pam Hodge  Jan. 11 

Marlene Kinney  Jan. 14 

 

   

Lucy & Joe Stults   Jan. 8 

Brenda & Joe Neeley   Jan. 15 

Georgia & Clayton Cooper  Jan. 21 

Cathy & Art Palmer   Jan. 27 

 

 




